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THANK YOU MESSAGE
The OYOD 2024 initiative is our recent effort to 
reduce youth unemployment in Cameroon,  
helping to build resilient young people for the 
21st century. As young leaders, it is our utmost 
responsibility to embrace our education and use it 
to create positive change in society. By harnessing 
our skills, we aim to create opportunities that uplift 
lives and generate income.

In light of this, on behalf of the Make Them Smile 
Foundation (MTS) Cameroon, I write to warm      
heartedly thank the organizing CSO partners, Mr 
Stephen Kube of FAWOI, Mme Penvaga Ethel of 
Beautiful Gates , Mme Georgette Enjema of Destiny 
Center, Mme Enyong Gift of SDA, Mr Emmanuel    
Emerson of COBCA, Mr Mbi Vahid of HETEFA and 
youth led business initiatives partner, Mr Oben 
Desmond of Lambda and Hustlers Engineering 
Community, Mr DJOTCHUANG Karl Wilfried of 
Fapshi, Mme Camilla Heather Itale of House of H 
Spa, Mme Gana Elizabeth of ELS Delice Cuisine, 

ELIVA ENANGA FULE MUSANGO
Executive Director MTS & Project Lead OYOD

Mr Priestley Fomeche of Migo Liquors, Mr Praise of 
OC Graphics, Mr Enang Abwe of Handlers Agency, 
Mr Finjap Peter and Finjap Prosper of Pickup ,Mme 
Emma Eret of slay with Emz, Mme Forbi Anna of 
Marquise Brand, Not forgetting the amazing project 
team of MTS Cameroon and the OYOD Volunteers 
and ambassadors.
We had MDDT Cameroon as our official sponsor, 
who provided us with material and technical        
support and also the support from the Regional 
delegation of youth affairs and civic education and 
the Divisional Officer of Buea. 

Your presence served as a great source of 
motivation to find innovative strategies to combat 
youth unemployment especially in the NW and 
SW Regions of Cameroon and we count on your 
continuous dedication.
It was a significant sacrifice for 600 young leaders 
from all 10 regions of the nation to commit to driving 
change, not only in their communities but also in 
influencing policy regarding youth empowerment. 
We would be pleased to have all stakeholders 
join us in this process of shaping policy based on 
the recommendations of the young leaders in 
Cameroon, which are attached here.
Let us commit to excelling in the 21st century  together, 
embracing lifelong learning and advocating for 
sustainable development across the globe.

I urge you to dream effortlessly.

HOW TO EXCEL AS A YOUTH IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Page 01 OYOD/how to excel as a youth in the 21st century



HOW TO EXCEL AS A YOUTH IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Page 02 OYOD/how to excel as a youth in the 21st century



Executive Summary
November 2, 2024

Today, In our Nation Cameroon, many youths 
have learned and acquired marketable skills, 
but lack the expertise and knowledge required 
to position themselves in the cooperate world 
and earn a living; they lack mentors. This is a 
rising problem among Cameroonian youths as 
unemployment rates keep rising, many families 
and individuals continue to suffer from poverty, 
and there’s low socioeconomic development. 

In a bid to combat this problem, the one 
youth one dream conference was conceived. 
The Make Them Smile Foundation, a Non         
Governmental Organization aimed at 
health promotion and youth empowerment 
through skills acquisition, together with its 
Partners,    under the Supervision of Miss Eliva 
Enanga Fule and her team who were able to 
conceive and realize this great initiative, in 
collaboration with the Regional Delegation of 
Youth Affairs and Civic Education of Cameroon. 
Amongst her many outstanding partners 
was MDDT who made this event a reality. 

The  One Youth one Dream Conference, 
held on  the   2nd  of November 2024, was a  
ground breaking event designed to empower 
youths from diverse industries and equip 
them with the necessary knowledge and 
expertise they need to be able to successfully 
integrate into their career fields and market 
their skills in today’s corporate world. 
Under the theme “How to Excel as a Youth in 
the 21st century”, and the slogan “Unite, Aspire, 
Achieve” the conference brought together 600 
young Leaders from various sectors including 
Health, Entrepreneurship, Technology, Law 
and Agriculture from all around Cameroon and 
abroad to motivate and inspire themselves 
to achieve their dreams and reach their 
full potential.

•  Leadership and Community Development 
•  Entrepreneurship 
•  Personal Development, Growth and     
   Mentorship 
•  Career Development and Networking 
•  Innovation and Creativity 
•  Leadership and Community Development 
•  Entrepreneurship 
•  Personal Development, Growth and     
   Mentorship 
•  Career Development and Networking 
•  Innovation and Creativity 

Following the conference a mentorship program 
was initiated, this program was to support 
and guide the conference participants for a 
three months period. This program paired and 
grouped the young leaders with experienced 
mentors who offered valuable advice, guidance 
and encouragement, helping 
participants to apply the skills and knowledge 
acquired to their real-life situations. The One 
Youth One Dream Conference was a great 

HOW TO EXCEL AS A YOUTH IN THE 21ST CENTURY

The primary objectives of the One Youth One 
Dream Conference were:
•	 To Connect youths with mentors who could 

guide and direct them in their Career field 
•	 To provide a platform for youths to connect, 

learn and grow from each others experiences 
and expertise.

•	 To equip participants with practical skills, 
knowledge and strategies necessary to 
succeed in their fields of interest.  

The Conference featured prolific speakers and 
panel discussions with a blend of some music 
interludes and keynote speeches. These eloquent 
speakers shared their insights,  experiences and 
expertise in various topics relevant to the young 
Leaders. The presentations were interactive, 
engaging and informative, covering areas such 
as 
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success, achieving its objectives and even exceeding 
initial expectations. The conference provided 
outstanding opportunities for young leaders to 
come together, share their experiences and learn 
from each other. The mentorship program that 
followed ensured the continued empowerment and 
development of participants, setting them on a path 
to achieve their goals, make positive changes in their 
lives, alleviate poverty and an overall positive impact 
in their communities. Based on the success of the 
One Youth One Dream Conference, we recommend: 
•	 Hosting similar events in the future to continue 

HOW TO EXCEL AS A YOUTH IN THE 21ST CENTURY

empowering and developing youths in 
Cameroon 

•	 Expanding the mentorship program to reach 
more participants and provide ongoing support 

•	 Establishing  a  network of young  leaders 
who can connect, collaborate on projects, 
share ideas and cause a significant change 
in the society. By implementing all these 
recommendations, we can leverage the 
momentum and energy generated from the 
One Youth One Dream Conference to create 
a lasting impact on the lives of Youths in our 
nation.

Founder, Youth Leader, Community Builder and  a Master of Public Health (MPH) student with a BSc in 
Microbiology and Medical Laboratory Technology, committed to enhancing health outcomes and fostering 
community development. As the Founder and President of Health Tech For All Foundation (HETEFA) an 
NGO that aims at bridging technology and health, It focusses on integrating technology into the healthcare 
sector. Mbi Vahid has a strong background in cybersecurity, and contributes to technological innovations 
in healthcare. Having strong foundation in public health principles, combined with a passion for research 
and advocacy, drives  to developping innovative solutions to public health challenges and collaborates for 
sustainable impact in Cameroon and beyond.

NTOUNG-MBI VAHID ESANGAYA
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The One Youth One Dream (OYOD) Conference 
employed a diverse communication strategy to 
reach a wide audience and amplify its objectives. 
Through the strategic use of social media platforms 
and radio, the event successfully engaged and 
mobilized over 600 youths, making it a landmark 
initiative in youth empowerment and development.

PLATFORMS AND TOOLS 
UTILIZED
1.Social Media Platforms:

•WhatsApp: 
Ensured direct and real-time communication with 
participants through group chats and updates.
• X: 
Used for live updates, hashtag campaigns, 
and event coverage, fostering a strong online 
presence.
• Facebook: 
Amplified event promotion with detailed posts, and 
post-event highlights to maintain engagement.

• Instagram: 
Showcased visual content such as event highlights, 
speaker profiles, and short videos 

• LinkedIn: 
Targeted professionals and stakeholders, 
sharing insights, outcomes, and opportunities for 
collaboration.

2. Radio (Dash Radio):
Engaged a broader and more traditional     
audience through pre-event promotions, live    
discussions, and interviews to raise awareness   
and build excitement.

3. Website: 
Provided an easy and centralized platform for 
event registration, ensuring seamless participant 
onboarding and data collection.

4. Direct Outreach (Calls):
Personalized reminders to registered 
participants, ensuring awareness and higher 
attendance rates for the event.

5.   Word of   Mouth  and  Partners,             
Ambassadors and Invitations.

Communication and 
Sensitization for the OYOD 
Conference

HOW TO EXCEL AS A YOUTH IN THE 21ST CENTURY

The conference was constantly reminded 
to people outside the digital space by team 
members, partners, ambassadors and through 
physical invitations.
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OYOD 
TEAM
MEMBERS
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Project
Partners
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Panel
Discussions

PANEL 1: BREAKING THE BARRIERS OF YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT 

In an engaging and thought-provoking 
discussion at the One Youth One Dream 
Conference, Mr. Oben Desmond Ashu, a 
Computer Software Engineer and CEO of 
Lambdaa, and Mme. Dongmo Madjio Linda 
Malvina, an innovative entrepreneur, offered 
invaluable insights into overcoming youth 
unemployment. Centering on resilience 
and creativity, their perspectives resonated 
deeply with the audience.

•	 Mr. Oben Desmond emphasized that 
resilience in the tech industry is a 
cornerstone for success. He shared how 
navigating the fast-paced and ever-
evolving world of technology requires 
a strong foundation in skills and a 
commitment to continuous learning. In 
an era where opportunities often favor 
the well-connected, he highlighted 
networking as a vital tool to break 
barriers. Desmond urged young people 
to cultivate meaningful professional 
relationships, leveraging them not just for 
jobs but also for mentorship and growth. 
He reinforced that resilience, paired 
with a strong network, opens doors to 
opportunities that might otherwise seem 
unattainable.

OBEN DESMOND

HOW TO EXCEL AS A YOUTH IN THE 21ST CENTURY
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•	 Mme. Linda Malvina 
Her contribution brought a fresh perspective 
from the creative arts sector. She shared how 
financial constraints pushed her to innovate, 
creating her own tools and products when 
resources were scarce. This approach, she 
explained, nurtures  resourcefulness and  
resilience. Linda stressed  the importance  
of networking  within creative communities, 
where collaboration often births ground 
breaking projects. Her story inspired young 
entrepreneurs to view limitations not as 
barriers but as catalysts for creativity and 
innovation. Together, they illuminated a 
path forward, where resilience, skills, and 
resourcefulness, bolstered by networking, 
empower youth to thrive in the face of 
unemployment. LINDA MALVINA

HOW TO EXCEL AS A YOUTH IN THE 21ST CENTURY

CEO of Lambdaa
Founder of Hustlers Community
Former Junior member of parliament & youth ambassador for peace

OBEN DESMONDOBEN DESMOND

During the panel discussion, experts highlighted the significant relationship between 
mental health and productivity.

•	 Mme Maybel Etonde, a therapist, shared 
her personal journey and emphasized the 
importance of daily emotional processing 
and good sleep hygiene to enhance mental 
well-being. She encouraged attendees to 
prioritize their mental health and seek help, 
aiming to dismantle stigma around mental 
health issues.

MAYBEL ETONDE•	 Dr. Esame Marietta Joso discussed 
her motivation for entering the health 
sector, driven by personal losses due to 
inadequate healthcare. She advocated 
for public health initiatives, particularly in 
underserved communities, emphasizing 
the interconnectedness of mental health 
and overall health outcomes. Dr. Joso 
encouraged aspiring health professionals 
to engage in advocacy and community 
outreach to promote mental health 
awareness.

 
Dr. ESAME JOSO

PANEL 1: MENTAL HEALTH AND HOW IT INFLUENCE PRODUCTIVITY

Forbi Anna Ungietoh is a dynamic leader in healthcare, entrepreneurship, and advocacy. With a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing and currently pursuing a Master’s in Public Health, she focuses on uplifting women and promoting health equity, 
particularly regarding Polycystic Ovary Syndrome (PCOS). She is  the Public Relations Officer for the Make Them Smile 
Foundation Cameroon.Known as Marquise in the business sector, Anna has launched a successful line of medicated 
soap that addresses skin infections, enhancing self-care and confidence in her community. She plans to expand her reach 
further. In addition to her healthcare initiatives, Anna is active in the arts, creating custom portraits and gifts. As a public 
speaker, she educates her community on essential health issues, advocating for marginalized voices. Through her work, 
Anna embodies hope, resilience, and empowerment, inspiring others to pursue their passions and effect positive change.

FORBI ANNA UNGIETOHFORBI ANNA UNGIETOH

Page 09 OYOD/how to excel as a youth in the 21st century



PANEL 2: BUSINESS OR JOB CREATION AS A MEANS TO 
BOOST ECONOMIC GROWTH 
In developed and developing economies, entrepreneurship and job creation are powerful 
tools for addressing poverty, reducing inequality, and promoting financial stability which 
are all boosters of economic growth. During a very engaging and dynamic panel 2 session 
at OYOD 2024, Esono Jude, an Agricultural Entrepreneur and Rhoda Akale, CEO of Smart 
Money Tribe and Business consultant, shared invaluable insights on the topic. In Cameroon, 
agriculture remains the largest employer and a major export contributor, with products like 
cocoa, coffee, and bananas driving growth.

•	 Esono Jude discussed the innovative 
potential within agriculture, specifically 
highlighting improving agricultural 
processes and  production  by  
integrating  technology  such as 
precision farming into the workflow. 
He also spelt out many opportunities 
that exist in the field for youths, 
while encouraging them to explore 
agricultural ventures for innovation 
and entrepreneurship. Esono shared 
success stories of young people who 
have transformed traditional farming 
practices into thriving businesses 
through creativity and technology. 
His insights inspired many attendees 
to consider agriculture as a viable 
and impactful career path, urging 
them to think outside the box and 
leverage modern techniques to make 
a difference, not limiting themselves 
to thinking that agriculture is all about 
farming. Building a business is good but 
managing the finances and processes 
to sustain that business will determine 
its lifespan.

ESONO JUDE

HOW TO EXCEL AS A YOUTH IN THE 21ST CENTURY
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•	 Rhoda Akale, during the panel discussion, 
spotlighted financial literacy and 
management as key tools for sustainable 
business development, and personal and 
professional success. Rhoda highlighted key 
concepts such as budgeting, saving, and 
investing, providing practical tips on how to 
develop a healthy relationship with money. 
Now, the  big question – how do I do all 
these? They sound overwhelming. To answer 
this question, Rhoda encouraged attendees 
to acquire knowledge acquisition and 
make informed decisions by learning from 
workshops, online courses, and mentorship 
opportunities at their disposal (some, like 
the OYOD Conference, are available for 
free). The attendees were elated with the 
insights provided by Esono and Rhoda, and 
many expressed newfound motivations to 
be more involved in enacting the change 
we want to see in the economy, shunning 
mere talks or complaints.

RHODA AKALE

HOW TO EXCEL AS A YOUTH IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Holds an MSc Eng in Computer Software Engineering and is an experienced  mobile/web app developer. He 
is also the co-founder of Fapshi, a platform that makes it easy to collect and manage payments, especially 
online. Together with his team, Karl has made Fapshi one of the best tools for handling digital payments 
in Cameroon, helping over 200 businesses and 1000+ individuals with smooth payment transactions. Karl 
is skilled at providing simple tech solutions to complex problems by building easy-to-use platforms, an 
art he has practised for over 6 years. He is passionate about bringing digital solutions to Africa, focusing 
on tools that meet the local community’s needs and make technology accessibleto everyone. Outside 
his work at Fapshi, Karl is dedicated to entrepreneurship and helping communities grow by educating 
them about responsible health and finance habits. He is also a professional musician and trumpeter.
Karl enjoys taking on new challenges and acing them.

KARL  DJOTCHUANG TAMOKARL  DJOTCHUANG TAMO
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PANEL 2: FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE FOR WOMEN AND THE 
LEGAL ASPECTS OF BUSINESS KNOWLEDGE FOR ASPIRING 
ENTREPRENEURS

•	 Mme Mbua Georgette Enjema talked on the 
importance of financial independence with 
emphasis laid on how crucial it’s to women, for 
several reasons which included: Contribution 
to the Economy, being that When women 
achieve financial independence, they can 
contribute more to the economy through their 
work, entrepreneurship, or investments, which 
in turn supports community development 
and national growth; Freedom from Abuse 
and Exploitation as it reduces vulnerability 
to abusive relationships given women will 
not be dependent on a partner for financial 
support; Equal Opportunities, When women 
are financially independent, they have greater 
access to opportunities—whether in education, 
career choices or personal development. 
It helps bridge the gender gap in terms of 
economic participation and decision-making. 
Overall, financial independence is vital for 
women to live fulfilling, safe, and equitable lives. 
It fosters gender equity and helps create a 
society where everyone, regardless of gender, 
can thrive.

•	 Barrister Clifford Akonteh, who addressed 
the legal aspects of business providing vital 
knowledge  for  aspiring     entrepreneurs   
reminded  us  (the  youth) Aspiring  entrepreneurs 
in Cameroon need  to  be familiar  with 
several key legal aspects  of business in order 
to establish  and  run a successful,  legally 
compliant business. He talked on Business 
Registration  and  Legal  Structures  with 
emphasis on understanding types of Business 
Entities; Taxation and  Compliance, drawing 
attention to the need for Entrepreneurs 
to understand their  obligations  under  
Cameroon’s tax system and most importantly 
he reiterated how essential it’s for young 
entrepreneurs to evaluate their environments, 
strategies, and build business  structures that  
are both effective and sustainable for long-
term success.

MBUA GEORGETTE

Bar CLIFFORD AKONTEH

HOW TO EXCEL AS A YOUTH IN THE 21ST CENTURY
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POLICY PAPER BY THE ONE YOUTH ONE 
DREAM (OYOD) 2024 CONFERENCE

Summary
How do youths excel in the 21st Century? 
The One Youth One Dream (OYOD) 
Conference is an event for youths by youths 
that saw the massive participation of 
Cameroonian youths in an all-day event in 
Buea, Cameroon, under the theme: How to 
Excel as Youths in the Twenty-first Century.
The opening question prompted the 
discussions  of the  OYOD   conference. 
It became evident that excelling as a 
Cameroonian   youth  in the 21st Century 
was tied  to   several   factors  but  prominent  
amongst this was health, education, 
peace, and civic engagement of youths 
towards development setting up the 
avenues for success.

Health, Education and Peace are a right 
for all young people in Cameroon and 
everywhere. Several factors such as political, 
economic and social crises, corruption, and 
discrimination reinforce inequalities and 
tensions in society, which can potentially 
lead to or reinforce conflicts that robs
Cameroonian youth of these goods and 
consequently their ability to excel within 
a non-peaceful environment that limits 
affects their mental health, education 
and civic participation. This policy paper 
frames the OYOD perspective on the role 
of young people in preventing conflicts
and building peaceful societies by providing 
recommendations on how to support 
young people, youth-led and youth-serving 
organisations in the process of building and 
sustaining peaceful societies for youths to 
excel through health, education, and civic 
participation. Built upon a rights-based 
approach, the paper identifies five paths 
leading towards more peaceful societies: 
education, health, youth participation, 
social cohesion, and climate justice - which 
should be fostered to ensure that youths 
excel amply in the 21st century Cameroon.

The policy paper builds upon existing 
positions of the OYOD Conference, 
including sustainable development, 
youth participation, youth rights, social 
and economic inclusion, interregional 
cooperation, non-formal and formal 
education and civil society. The 
policy paper does not aim to be a 
comprehensive approach to the topic 
of health, education, civic participation, 
peace and security as this requires a 
tailored and multidimensional approach
with more to go on that we could not 
address in the span of the conference.
This paper is a commitment of the OYOD 
to engage in advocacy processes to 
reinforce the recognition and the role 
of young people, youth-led and youth-
serving organisations as actors in
building peaceful societies that 
foster health, education and civic 
participation. It provides the following 
recommendations for governments, 
institutions and stakeholders to ensure 
youth-inclusive policies and rights-
based approach to enable youths excel.

Policy Recommendations
Here are the recommendations gleaned 
from the youths, youth-led and youth-
serving organizations guided by the 
insights from the OYOD Conference and 
related activities. The recommendations 
seek to foster a supportive environment 
where Cameroonian youths can excel 
in the 21st century focusing on health, 
education, civic participation, and 
peacebuilding and climate change, 
ensuring a holistic approach to youth 
development.
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1.	 PROMOTE ACCESSIBLE AND AFFORDABLE 
HEALTHCARE, CLEANLINESS AND CLIMATE JUSTICE

3.	 IMPROVE INFORMATION DISSEMINATION 
     AND ENSURE ACCESSIBILITY FOR YOUTHS 
     WITH DISABILITIES

•	 Expand the availability of subsidized health 
services to ensure all youths can afford 
essential health checks and treatments 
like during the OYOD health campaigns.

•	 Continuously conduct health awareness 
campaigns to educate youths about their 
health and encourage proactive health 
management.

•	 Increase access to mental health services 
and support systems, particularly for 
youths affected by political, economic, 
and social crises.

•	 Encourage youth participation in 
community clean-up campaigns and 
partner with local councils and climate-
based organizations to maintain urban 
cleanliness.

•	 Educate youths on the importance of a 
clean environment for public health and 
their role in maintaining it as individuals as 
part of their social responsibility and the 
fight against climate change.

•	 Encourage youths to engage in climate 
justice advocacy at local, national, and 
international levels and support policies 
that mitigate climate change and protect 
vulnerable communities with adaptation 
financing.

2.	 IMPROVE YOUTH PARTICIPATORY MECHANISMS 
FOR INCLUSION AND DEVELOPMENT

•	 Include youth in decision-making through 
the involvement of youth-led and youth-
serving organizations and National Youth 
Councils in policy-making processes 
related to health, education, peace, 
security, and entrepreneurship from 
preparation to evaluation processes.

•	 Promote youth-led initiatives and 
acknowledge the contributions of 
young people in civic engagement and 
entrepreneurship.

•	 Protect youths from all forms of sexual and 
gender-based violence by eliminating 
all forms of sexual and gender-based 
violence.

•	 Recognise the role of youths and youth-
led organizations as actors building 
enterprising and peaceful societies, and 
their role in promoting a culture of peace, 
tolerance, intercultural and interreligious 
dialogue that aims at discouraging their 
participation in acts of violence, terrorism, 
nepotism, tribalism and all forms of 
discrimination.

•	 Support the creation of quality youth 
participation and representation 
mechanisms in relevant bodies 
engaging in capacity building, career 
orientation, peacebuilding  and      youth 
policies.

•	 Better understand the needs of youth 
and civil societies affected by conflict 
and violent crime, gender-based, 
political and domestic violence, and 
extremism by focusing on “human 
security” instead of “state security”.

•	 Use social media and dynamic 
websites to share information 
about youth opportunities, making it 
accessible beyond traditional media.

•	 Develop communication strategies 
that consider the diverse needs of all 
youths, including those with disabilities. 
How do the blind and deaf access 
information for opportunities? How 
inclusive are our civic engagement 
programs? should be the questions 
we ask at design stage.

•	 Remove Barriers to address commu-
nication, institutional, environmental 
and attitudinal barriers that prevent 
youths with disabilities from partici-
pating fully in civic activities and pro-
grams.

•	 Ensure public institutions like schools, 
hospitals and offices and community 
services are accessible to all, including 
those with disabilities.

•	 Implement and enforce policies that 
combat discrimination in all its forms, 
including gender, ethnic, and religious 
discrimination. Promote a culture of 
inclusion and respect for diversity.

4.	 SUPPORT QUALITY EDUCATION, YOUTH     
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND EMPLOYMENT

•	 Provide comprehensive information on 
starting social enterprises, businesses, 
and navigating the job market.

•	 Encourage youths to take the initiative   
in their own learning and information 
seeking.

•	 Re-integrate climate education into 
school curricula to raise awareness 
about environmental issues and their 
impact on communities.
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Stephen A. Kube is a humanitarian leader committed to fostering the common good in society. As Secretary 
General of Family World International (FAWOI), he focuses on building sustainable families and empowering 
communities, with a special emphasis on women and vulnerable children. Kube is a coach and mentor for the 
Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI), a role he also fulfils within the One Youth One Dream (OYOD) initiative 
as an associate partner. Additionally, he serves as a Human Resources and Youth Advanced Learning
Outcomes in Africa (ALOA) Consultant for the International Development Group (IDG). He was the Human 
Resources and Admin Officer for the USAID-funded KIDSS project and the Malaria Project of Catholic Relief 
Services in Buea, Cameroon. His interests span human centred design, health, quality work, creative writing, 
climate advocacy, partnerships, psychology, and philosophy. He believes in the dignity of the human person 
and continuousl seeks pathways to enhance the areas that fosters that dignity.

STEPHEN A. KUBE

•	 Support quality education for skill-
building, community development 
and peace to enable youth to engage 
constructively in civic structures and 
inclusive political processes; educating 
young people in human rights and active 
citizenship, and promoting youth activism 
and engagement, e.g. through policies 
strengthening extracurricular learning, 
youth work and conferences.

•	 Invest in intergenerational partnerships and 
learning, for everyone to learn from each 
other and to allow dialogue and common 
problem-solving. The mentorship phase 
of the conference was considered an 
example of intergenerational partnership 
and learning.

5.	 FOSTER AN ENABLING AND SAFE 
ENVIRONMENT FOR YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

•	 Protect  civil spaces, educational 
institutions and hospitals as spaces free 
from all forms of violence and ensure 
accessibility to all youth, including 
marginalised and disabled youth; and to 
carry out their work independently and 
without undue interference, including 
in situations of armed conflict; and to 
investigate thoroughly and impartially 
threats, harassment, and violence against 
them, to ensure that perpetrators are 
brought to justice.

•	 Promote synergies between youth and 
state actors in fostering healthcare, 
education, entrepreneurship and civic 
engagement. This will allow youths to be 
more conscious and take the state moral 
rearmament and civic education more 
seriously.

•	 Work on improving security in regions 
to enable youths to engage in various 
activities safely.

•	 Decentralized opportunities to ensure 
opportunities are accessible to youths in 
peri-urban and rural areas, not just in safer 
urban centres.

6.	 REMOVE LEGAL BARRIERS AND 
     FOSTER SUSTAINABLE FUNDING SCHEMES

•	 Remove any legal barriers affecting the 
work of youth-led and youth-serving 
organisations and other civil society 
actors in health promotion, education, 
and civic engagement.

•	 Dedicate specific user-friendly funding 
schemes, which are easy to apply for 
and report on, for youths, youth-led 
and youth-serving organisations for 
the implementation of entrepreneurial 
and enterprising endeavours towards 
local economic development.

•	 Include youths, youth-led and 
youth-serving organisations as co-
decision-makers in the conception, 
implementation and evaluation of 
funding schemes and programmes 
oneducation, health, peace and 
security and civic engagement.

•	 Ensure that existing funding schemes, 
such as  FOGAJUENE   allocate 
funding for projects that foster health, 
education, entrepreneurship, peace 
and civic engagement.

•	 Ensure sustainable structural funding 
for youths to allow them to participate 
in nation building, ownership, and 
patriotism.

•	 Provide funding, training, and resources 
to youth-led and youth-serving 
organizations to empower them to 
take active roles in their communities 
and advocate for their rights.
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CHALLENGES FACED 
AND CONCLUSION
IN THE COURSE OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THIS EVENT THE 
PROJECT TEAM FACED A NUMBER OF CHALLENGES:

LIMITED FINANCES & PUBLICITY

CONCLUSION

1. Limited Finances:
  
This project anticipated a total of 1,000 youths with at least 900 from Buea community 
with a 4-hour panel session with noteworthy international entrepreneurs, public health 
experts, business coaches, lawyers and leaders. 
A dialogue phase was to follow with mentors from all works of life (engineering, health, 
creative art, agriculture, law, entrepreneurship, etc) and diplomatic experts in these fields. 
Unfortunately we had limited finances to bring more mentors and panelist to talk and 
share their life-changing experiences with the youth.

2. Limited publicity :

Due to limited funds, we couldn’t pay bloggers and other TV stations to announce the 
event on their platforms which limited our reach on the target population. Thanks to MDDT’s 
partnership with us, they brought in more young people that increased attendance.

In spite of the challenges we faced, Make Them Smile Foundation, with the support 
of MDDT, partners, and team members, successfully hosted the OYOD conference, 
achieving the desired outcomes. We not only aspired but transformed lives, created a 
lasting impact, and made a difference.

HOW TO EXCEL AS A YOUTH IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Is a Hermatologist by profession, a lecturer at HIPS( Higher institute of Professional Studies) Buea, and 
also a community health advocate. Gift is a special effect makeup artist (SFX), photo-model and actress 
based in Buea.She is the vision bearer of Shaurya Daniels Approach and is known as Eyong Gift on all 
Social media platforms

ENYONG GIFT A
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